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Prevent Team News 

Welcome to Olivier Nkunzimana who joined the Leeds Prevent team in December. Olivier is our 

Prevent Education Support Officer and is providing cover while Helene Heath is on maternity 

leave. Oli’s role is to work with our Education Officer to support schools on the Prevent agenda. 

Counter Terrorism Local Profile 

The Counter Terrorism Local Profile (CTLP) is a document 

that is collated on behalf of both police and partners, 

which describes the current risks, threats and 

vulnerabilities in relation to terrorism and violent 

extremism in West Yorkshire. There is a public facing 

non-sensitive version of the CTLP that can be shared with 

named contacts from charities and other organisations. 

The next edition of this will be released in February. If this 

is something that would be of interest to your organisation just let us know and we can send it out. 

Vaccinations FAQ 

The British Board of Scholars and Imams have released a document with frequently asked questions 

regarding vaccinations. It’s a really useful document that can be shared in communities to counter some 

of the anti-vaccination messages that have been circulated. 

Online Safety Leaflet 
 

Our Prevent Education Officer, Julia, has produced an updated guide for parents on online safety and 

how to protect their children from online exploitation.  As many young people are currently at home 

due to COVID 19 the risk of exploitation has increased. To obtain a copy please contact the Prevent 

Team at preventteam@Leeds.gov.uk  
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Welcome to the third edition of our bi-monthly Community newsletter 

produced by the Leeds Prevent Team.  We want to keep you up to-date 

with current information in respect to safeguarding against radicalisation, 

key policies, strategic updates, funding, training and good practice. The 

next edition will be released in April.  
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http://www.bbsi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/BBSI-Vaccines-2020-1.pdf
mailto:preventteam@Leeds.gov.uk


 

Online Harms Bill Response 
 

The government have produced a response to the Online Harms Bill which ‘sets out plans for a new duty 
of care to make companies take responsibility for the safety of their users’. ’Tech companies’ 
responsibility will include assessing risk of online harm to service users, putting in place systems and 

processes that improve user safety and taking action against illegal content and activity. 
 

Strategic Engagement Officers 
 

 

In the Prevent team at Leeds City Council we work closely with Strategic Engagement Officers at 

West Yorkshire Police to support each other’s work. The team made up of John Norton, Rachael Hides 

and Sarah Carroll support migrant communities, faith establishments and women’s groups across Leeds. 

Sarah has written a blog about the team and her role here. 
 

Prevent Independent Review 
 

It has been announced that William Shawcross has been appointed as the new Independent Reviewer 

of Prevent, following a full and open competition. William Shawcross brings a range of experience to 

the role and was the Chair of the Charity Commission between 2012 and 2018. We are aware of and are 

listening to a range of views relating to his appointment and would encourage you to share any thoughts 

you have with us in the Prevent team. The aim is for the review to be complete by August 2021. 
 

Leeds Apprenticeship Fair 
 

The Leeds Apprenticeship Festival is taking place virtually between 8-12 February 2021. Held during 

National Apprenticeship Week, 75 diverse and exciting apprenticeship employers and training providers 

will be showcased across a variety of sectors. The event will include a mixture of pre-recorded video 

presentations from employers, and training providers and free bookable live sessions where visitors will 

be able to interact with employers to find out more about their apprenticeship opportunities.  

 

Near Neighbours Community Covid Relief Grants 

Near Neighbours have a special round of funding for the first part of 

this year, for projects providing Covid support in the most 

marginalised communities.  Unlike with previous grants, there is no 

need for the project to be an interfaith one, it can be specifically for the community you serve even if 

that is a singular ethnicity or faith. 

Recommended Viewing and Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Panorama reporter Olivia Davies went to school 

and college with three boys who later went to 

fight in Syria. This documentary investigates why 

they abandoned the UK and what happened to 

them when they joined the Isis regime.  

 

Raffaello Pantucci has produced this 

interesting article for RUSI on Cooperating in 

Tackling Extreme Right-Wing Ideologies and 

Terrorism. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/online-harms-white-paper/outcome/online-harms-white-paper-full-government-response
https://timetoshineleeds.org/blog/strategically-engage-with-me
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/william-shawcross-to-lead-independent-review-of-prevent
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/william-shawcross-to-lead-independent-review-of-prevent
https://leedsapprenticeshipfestival.co.uk/?utm_source=prioritygroups&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=laf21
https://www.near-neighbours.org.uk/small-grants
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000rpw5/panorama-the-jihadis-from-my-schooldays
https://rusi.org/commentary/cooperating-tackling-extreme-right-wing-ideologies-and-terrorism
https://rusi.org/commentary/cooperating-tackling-extreme-right-wing-ideologies-and-terrorism


 

Prevent Project in Focus 

In each newsletter we feature one of the Home Office funded 

Prevent projects taking place in Leeds. In this edition, Rebecca 

Friel from Odd Arts talks about their organisation and their 

ongoing work in Leeds: 

Odd Arts uses theatre to empower people to be able to see themselves and the world in a different 

way.  We work in the criminal justice, education and community sector delivering interactive theatre 

tours, community-led creative social action projects and therapeutic theatre projects.    

Ordinarily as part of our delivery for Leeds Prevent, we tour our interactive theatre play and 

workshop ‘Blame and Belonging’ and ‘Isolation to Radicalisation’.  Within these workshops we use 
creative and interactive debate to increase critical thinking and explore our core values and beliefs.  

Within the performances, we tell realistic stories of characters who:  Face multiple vulnerabilities 

(leading to radicalisation both far right and DAESH inspired); experience hate crime and community 

tensions; are isolated with a lack of identity and purpose.  The performance ends ‘unresolved’ where 
the hateful, harmful and radicalised behaviours have not been dealt with.  Following the professional 

theatre performance we ask participants to rewind to parts of the performance where they think 

earlier prevention and alternative ‘strategies’ could be put in place to reduce harm and risk to the 
characters and society.  Participants interact with the characters to find new solutions and also 

practise holding challenging conversations around issues relating to radicalisation. 

Of course during Covid we have had to rapidly respond to our inability to deliver theatre performance 

to our usual audiences and spaces. We re-scripted and filmed our play to create a screen version.  It 

was important to us to keep the interactive element of the workshop, and were pleased that over 

zoom and other online platforms, we could bring the ‘characters’ from the film to interact with 
participants in the same way we do with the film.  The interactive debate has been replaced with 

slides, breakout rooms and polls, and we try to get feedback data via an online digital platform.  All 

of Odd Arts are really looking forward to getting back to live theatre, the only platforms (for us) are 

no replacement to interacting, meeting and learning from people face to face.  However, digital 

alternatives have enabled us to still reach many of our audiences, hold complex conversations, and 

interact in a creative and innovative way. 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshots from ‘Blame and Belonging’ 

Prevent Team contact:  

Email - Prevent@leeds.gov.uk  

Tel - 0113 5350810 

Prevent Community Engagement Officer: 

Email - brendan.tannam@leeds.gov.uk  

Tel - 01135350976 or 07712215824 
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mailto:Email%20-%20brendan.tannam@leeds.gov.uk

